73: FC-1 for Candidates & Citizens
Form FC-1 is an FCRA1 form, filed online at
fcraonline.nic.in. At present, login is not
required for filing this form.
This form serves as a report of foreign
contribution received in kind. It must be filed
by ordinary citizens and candidates for
election in some cases. This is discussed below.

Form FC-1 for Election Candidates
People contesting elections to a legislature
(including Panchayats and Corporations), have
to report foreign contribution received in the
last 180 days. Such people should fill part C.
The form covers all foreign contribution
(money, material or securities) received up to
180 days prior to the date of nomination.
When filing the form, keep in mind the
following:
1. All money and securities are foreign
contribution, if you have received these
from a foreign source. Foreign source
includes your relatives who are now foreign
citizens. The term also covers foreigners
and PIOs living in India.
2. Indian subsidiaries or foreign companies
are also a foreign source. Therefore, any
money, gifts or securities received from
such companies should be included in the
form.
3. Fellowship or scholarship received from
foreign non-academic institutions is foreign
contribution. Fellowship received from an
NGO or donor agency would be foreign
contribution if funded by a foreign source.
You need prior-permission to accept these.
4. Money received as fees for actual work
done, or for property, goods, shares, etc.,
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sold to a foreigner or foreign source in the
ordinary course is not foreign contribution.
This need not be reported in FC-1.
5. An article received as a gift for your
personal use is not foreign contribution at
all, if the market value of the article was Rs.
1 lakh or less.2 Articles or gifts received for
distribution to others or for program
activities should be reported, irrespective of
their value.
6. Under law, any other articles or securities
should be reported in form FC-1, if these
were received within 180 days before your
nomination. Unfortunately, the online form
doesn’t allow reporting of articles or
securities. If you are still keen to report
these, then you can improvise by
mentioning the quantity (in words) and
item/security in purpose column.
7. What if you received the money as a gift
from your daughter (who is a foreign
citizen), and have already filed form FC-1 as
an ordinary citizen? It is best if you report
this again through this form, if the
donation occurred within the last 180 days.
8. You also have to mention how this was
utilised. Keep in mind that passing this on
to an NGO without FCRA or to a politician
or government officer, etc., could be viewed
as a violation of FCRA.

Submitting the form
Save a screenshot before clicking on ‘final
submit’. Download and print a PDF copy after
clicking final submit. Also note down the file
number shown on the screen after final
submission.
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Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, 2010
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Rule 6A. This is effective for gifts received on or after 6-Sep-2019. Before this date, the limit was Rs. 25,000.

DRAFT

1 of 4

73: FC-1 for Candidates & Citizens

Form FC-1 for Indian Citizens

not file the form if the relative is living abroad
but is still an Indian citizen.

Ordinary Indians (residing in India or abroad),
must report gifts of money, material or
securities over Rs. 1 lakh in a financial year
(April-March) from a relative (PIO3 or
foreigner). Such people should fill part A of
form FC-1. They should choose the first option
online (Online Filing for giving Intimation of
receipt of foreign contribution by way of gift
from relative by an individual), after clicking
form FC-1. You should file the form within 30
days of receiving the contribution. They need

The limit of Rs. 1 lakh is applicable for each
relative, in one financial year. This means if
five of your relatives give you Rs. 51,000 each
in a financial year, you need not file form FC-1.
Similarly, if a relative gives you Rs. 75,000 in
March and then another Rs. 50,000 next
month (April), you need not file the form.

Person of Indian Origin
DRAFT

This form is meant only when you receive
foreign contribution from a relative for
yourself. As an individual, you cannot accept
any foreign contribution for program activities,
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research, etc. You will still need priorpermission for these. You should also not use
this route to accept money from your relatives
for passing on to NGOs or politicians,
government officers, etc., in India. That may
well be treated as a form of money-laundering!

Articles from Relatives
If you’ve received items or material from a
relative, choose option 2.4 The form is fairly

simple and starts with name and contact
details. Ignore the fields related to FCRA
registration number, etc.
You will have to file a separate form for each
relative, each type of articles, and each time
these are received. For example, if your PIO5
spouse has given you a solitaire ring as an
anniversary gift and a car as a birthday gift,
you should file the form twice. Similarly if your
PIO son or daughter gives you a house in India
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Online filing for giving intimation about foreign contribution by way of (Articles) from relative by an individual
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Person of Indian Origin means a person who is not an Indian citizen any longer.
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as a gift, you will have to report this in form
FC-1.
While calculating the value of gifts for this
purpose, any article/item whose market value
is Rs. 1 lakh or less should be ignored.6 This
exemption is applicable only for gifts received
by an individual for his/her personal use (and
doesn’t cover money or securities). The
exemption also doesn’t apply when NGOs
receive materials for their own use or for
distributing to community members.
You should also give the mode of utilisation. It
is advisable not to pass on these articles to an
NGO without FCRA or to a politician or
government officer, etc.

Securities from Relatives
If you’ve received shares or bonds as a gift
from a relative (foreign citizen), choose option
3.7 The form is simple and starts with name
and contact details, along with PAN.
You will have to file a separate form for each
relative, each type of security, and each time
these are received. For example, if your son
and daughter-in-law have gifted you shares of
two companies in two instalments during the
year, you will have to file eight separate forms.
Market value of the securities should be
reported. Also give reference to RBI reporting
under FEMA.8 If RBI reporting is not required,
then mention N.A.
You should also give the mode of utilisation of
the securities. It is advisable not to pass on
these securities to an NGO without FCRA or to
a politician or government officer, etc.

Money from Relatives
If you’ve received any money as a gift from a
relative, who is a foreign citizen, choose option
1.9 This includes money given by PIO children
to their parents (who are still Indian) for
medical treatment or buying a house. Money

gifts exchanged during a wedding are also
covered, The form is fairly simple and starts
with name, date of birth, PAN and contact
details. The details of the remittance should be
given. This is followed by details of the
relative, including nationality, residence,
passport number, and relationship with you.
The form does not ask you about how you’ve
used the gift of money. However, if you pass
this money on to an NGO without FCRA (or to
a politician or government officer, etc.), it
could be viewed as a violation of FCRA.

Submitting the form
Save a screenshot before clicking on ‘final
submit’. Download and print a PDF copy after
clicking final submit. Keep this with your tax
documents for future reference.
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Rule 6A. The limit was Rs. 25,000 till 5-Sep-19.
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If the relative is a non-resident, then you should file Form FC-TRS online at firms.rbi.org.in. This is not necessary if the relative has resident status
under FEMA (even if they are a foreign source under FCRA).
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Online filing for giving intimation about foreign contribution by way of gift from relative by an individual
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